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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Learning and Curriculum Policy

Queen Mary's promotes the learning and development of all children in our care. Our
practice strictly adheres to the EYFS Statutory Framework for Group and School-Based
Providers (effective September 2026), set by the Department for Education. The themes
that underpin and shape our practice reflect the framework's four overarching
principles:

A Unique Child: Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be
resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured. At Queen Mary's Nursery and Early Years,
we:

e Recognise that each child is an individual who will develop at their own rate, in
their own way.

e Invest time getting to know each child so we can build a picture of each child's
strengths, needs, fascinations, and interests.

e Use this understanding to tailor learning and care to meet individual needs so
that every child makes the best progress from their own starting point.

e Maintain a personalised record of every child’s development, using daily
observations to inform future planning and provision.

e Review all aspects of learning and development to maintain a flexible approach
that responds quickly to children's shifting developmental milestones.

e Use ongoing assessment to encourage greater engagement, confidence, and
sustained progress.

e Proactively manage digital exposure by ensuring all practitioners have regard to
the statutory early years screen use guidance.



Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships. At Queen Mary's Nursery and Early Years, we:

e Provide a friendly, calm, and welcoming environment while working closely with
parents to gather comprehensive background information before a child starts.

e Encourage families to visit and plan tailored settling-in visits and introductory
sessions.

e Recognise the importance of building strong attachments, training all
practitioners to recognise the different stages of attachment to support
transition phases.

e Allocate a Key Person to every child to ensure care is tailored precisely to their
unique emotional and physical needs.

e Build warm, loving, and responsive relationships that foster a deep sense of
belonging and support the child's own efforts towards independence.

e Encourage and support children to build positive relationships with their peers
and other adults.

e Maintain consistent, clear boundaries and expectations across the setting.

e Implement robust systems to monitor attendance, maintaining multiple
emergency contacts and immediately following up on prolonged or unexplained
child absences.

Enabling Environments: Children learn and develop well in enabling environments
with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and
needs and help them to build their learning over time.

At Queen Mary's Nursery and Early Years, we:

e Understand that children are unique and holistic learners thriving within
environments that support their individual and diverse motivations, interests
and needs.

e Provide a positive inclusive play environment for every child.

e Plan learning environments and experiences to ensure there is equality of
opportunity and a celebration of diversity that is relevant to all children's
cultures and communities.

e Consider the environment from a child's perspective to design spaces with a
wealth of possibilities within varied contexts.

e Plan spaces to nurture and inspire as well as being safe, secure and fully
adaptable.

e Value the exploration of play and embrace free flow and choice, supporting
children to move between activities and experiences.

e Ensure resources are easily accessible, well organised and appealing.



e Use open-ended resources to enable children to access and combine processes
of development and learning.

e Provide challenging yet achievable activities.

e Give children the space and time to fully explore, discover, test, revisit and build
their ideas and theories.

e Provide calm, dedicated quiet spaces for resting, sitting quietly, and sensory
engagement, alongside strict adherence to statutory safe sleep
criteria—ensuring a practitioner is physically present to frequently monitor
sleeping children.

e Maintain rigorous safety procedures during snack and mealtimes, ensuring that
children are always supervised while eating to eliminate choking hazards.

e Put a strong emphasis on being outdoors, daily, throughout the year.

e Utilise the wider Queen Mary's School Estate, including allotment, stables, river,
climbing wall and swimming pool.

e Engage in appropriately energetic, risky and adventurous play.

e Support children’s autonomy, explorations and risk-taking, building
understanding slowly so children learn how to keep themselves safe.

e Foster good links with local and the wider community to provide a varied
selection of experiences and environments for children to engage with.

e Ensure that we provide experiences that are both familiar and predictable, and
those that are unfamiliar, complex and exciting.

e Understand that learning is best supported when there are opportunities which
allow for movement and action, creativity and imagination, independence and
collaboration.

Learning and Development: We recognise the importance of learning and
development. Children learn and develop at different rates.

At Queen Mary's Nursery and Early Years, we:

e Reflect on the different rates of children’s development and adjust our practice
accordingly.

e Foster the three ‘Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning'.

e Recognise the crucial role that ‘Playing and Exploring’ has on every area of a
child’s development, supporting children to investigate and experience things,
and encouraging them to ‘have a go'.

e Ensure experiences link to children's fascinations to encourage independent
choices and motivate them to try new things.

e Demonstrate and discuss learning through mistakes.

e Encourage children's enthusiasm for learning and growing confidence.

e Develop an ethos of permission to use resources in different ways.



Encourage ‘Active Learning’, providing children with the time and space they
need in order to experiment, solve problems, concentrate and keep on trying
when they encounter obstacles.

Facilitate learning through trial and error.

Allow children to explore the process of what they are doing as well as the end
result.

Provide challenging opportunities for the children to become deeply involved,
excited and interested.

Extend and challenge what children know by supporting them to change
strategies, scaffold their learning and develop persistence and perseverance
through a celebration and enjoyment of achievements.

Allow children the time, space and resources to have and develop their own
ideas, ‘Creating and Thinking Critically’ as they make links between ideas and
develop strategies for doing things.

Plan activities that link to previous learning to ignite interest and curiosity.
Understand that children need a wide range of experiences to create their own
ideas, notice patterns in their experience, discover connections, make decisions
and develop better understanding.

Allow children to lead conversations, talk through ideas and join in with thinking
about things together.

Display learning stories through photos to spark discussion and future ideas.
Ensure there are rich opportunities for engaging in imaginative and open ended

play.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Teaching follows the seven areas of learning and development as set out in the EYFS
Statutory Framework (2026). All areas of learning and development are important and
inter-connected.

Three prime areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting

children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving.

Communication and Language

The development of children's spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning

and development. We promote this by:

Conversation and discussion being at the heart of everything we do.
Creating an inclusive, language-rich environment with lots of opportunities to
talk with adults and peers.



e Encouraging children's back-and-forth interactions from an early age.

e Creating a classroom culture where every child knows their ideas matter and
voice is heard.

e Valuing talk, modelling and extending vocabulary, understanding that language
and communication build over time, and grow and develop from warm
interactions.

e Removing any unnecessary pressure, gently encouraging children to put their
thoughts into words, building communication skills and confidence at their own
pace.

e Asking open-ended questions that require a longer response and allowing
children thinking time.

e Providing opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in
play with learning and support to reach a good standard of the English language
during the EYFS.

e Understanding and teaching children, through modelling, that we also
communicate through body position, eye contact and facial expression.

e Providing an environment and provision that offer extensive opportunities for
self-initiated talk.

e Reading frequently, engaging children actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems, providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new
words in a range of contexts.

e Linking language to movement through songs and actions.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

Children's personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to
lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their cognitive development. We
promote this by:

e Building strong, warm and supportive relationships.

e Understanding how children develop a sense of feelings and emotions slowly
over time.

e Supporting children to understand and communicate their own feelings and
manage emotions.

e Encouraging social interaction through shared play experiences and activities,
modelling, coaching and supporting the children to find resolutions to naturally
arising conflicts.

e Promoting a team spirit by modeling and encouraging friendly behaviour,
cooperation, sharing, turn-taking and helping each other.

e Supporting children to develop a positive sense of self by praising and
celebrating achievements and efforts.



Encouraging an awareness of healthy lifestyles through a range of visitors and
activities linked to exercise, oral health, and healthy food choices and the
reasons behind these choices.

Promoting and supporting independence and management of personal needs.
Creating both indoor and outdoor environments that promote and encourage all
types of physical movement.

Physical Development

Physical activity is vital in children's all-round development, enabling them to pursue
happy, healthy and active lives. We promote this by:

Understanding that gross and fine motor movements develop incrementally
throughout early childhood and providing a range of opportunities and
experiences tailored to a child's age and stage.

Providing regular opportunities for gross motor development to build core
strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, and co-ordination through active
floor play, climbing, and navigating the outdoor estate.

Supporting fine motor progression to develop hand-eye coordination, finger
strength, precision, and control through exploration of small-scale tools,
construction materials, arts, crafts, and malleable resources.

Teaching at the Nursery and Early Years also builds upon the following four specific

areas

of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): literacy, mathematics,

understanding the world, and expressive arts and design.

Literacy

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two
dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. We promote Literacy skills by:

Providing an environment that promotes written language by creating a
print-rich environment that is meaningful to the children, tailored to their
evolving interests.

Understanding the deep connection between physical gross/fine motor control
and the physical strength required for emergent writing.

Promoting children's emergent mark-making and writing through a variety of
writing materials and stimuli throughout both indoor and outdoor provision.
Cultivating a shared love of text by reading, valuing, and discussing diverse
stories, rhymes, poetry, and non-fiction books together.



e Constantly evaluating the setup of our spaces to seamlessly embed high-quality
texts across all areas of continuous provision.

e Encouraging children to retell stories and invent narratives using puppets, props,
small-world play, and open-ended role-play.

e Incorporating a Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme that is wove
playfully into daily routines to embed multi-sensory decoding skills, early spelling
techniques, and structured handwriting milestones.

Mathematics

Developing a strong grounding in number and numerical patterns is essential so that all
children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. We promote
Mathematical skills, concepts, and strategies by:

e Leveraging everyday routines, play, and real-world contexts to introduce maths
mastery naturally and purposefully.

e Developing deep conceptual understanding through practical, first-hand
experiences, concrete manipulatives, and play-based learning.

e Designing environments rich in opportunities for children to count, sort, match,
subitise, arrange, and measure.

e Encouraging children to experiment with patterns, spatial reasoning, shape,
space, and size within their physical play.

e Using open-ended questioning to prompt mathematical thinking,
problem-solving, and logic.

e Building a mathematical vocabulary by explicitly introducing and modeling
comparative, spatial, and numerical language.

Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical
world, diverse communities, and personal histories. We promote this by:

e Structuring learning to move outwards from the familiarity of home, family, and
school, toward the local area and the wider world.

e Using personal photo albums, scrapbooks, and interactive timelines to introduce
the abstract concepts of past, present, and subsequent change over time.

e Teaching children about the vibrant tapestry of people, occupations, traditions,
cultures, and the delicate ecological balance of flora and fauna.

e Ultilising high-quality stories, song, and folklore to naturally celebrate the cultural
diversity of the United Kingdom and global communities.



Enriching first-hand knowledge through experiential trips, visits, and welcoming
diverse guest speakers into the setting.

Providing open-ended, sensory-rich provisions that invite children to safely
explore, observe, predict, and question the natural world.

Expressive Arts and Design

The development of children's artistic and cultural awareness supports their

imagination, self-expression, and cognitive creativity. We promote this by:

Providing a stimulating environment that grants children the freedom to
experiment, communicate, and create using a wide variety of tools and
mediums.

Valuing individual creative workflows and original ideas, ensuring children build
uninhibited confidence in their own artistic choices.

Regularly introducing fresh media, techniques, and visual arts traditions to
scaffold, consolidate, and extend children's skill sets.

Constructing ambiguous, open-ended spaces that challenge children to select,
manipulate, refine, and articulate their creative intentions independently.
Exposing children to diverse historical and contemporary artists, music, dance
styles, and theatrical play forms across indoor and outdoor spaces.

Assessment

Assessment plays a vital role in enabling parents, carers, and practitioners to recognize

children's progress, celebrate milestones, and co-create next steps.

Formative and Continuous Assessment: Ongoing observation is an integral
part of our daily teaching practice. We utilize secure online learning journals to
record holistic snapshots of development. Practitioners lean on their
professional judgment and deep knowledge of child pedagogy to shape
day-to-day planning rather than relying on burdensome quantitative checklists.
Statutory Progress Check at Age Two: When a child is between 24 and 36
months, their Key Person completes a statutory summary of development
focusing directly on the three Prime Areas (Communication and Language,
Physical Development, and Personal, Social and Emotional Development). This
check highlights the child's key strengths and explicitly flags any areas where
progress is less than expected, serving as a trigger for early, targeted support or
partnership with external agencies where necessary.

Observation-Led Initial Assessment: Within the first six weeks of a child
entering the Pre-Reception setting, key persons and practitioners conduct



robust, observation-led initial assessments. This collaborative process captures a
holistic view of each child’s unique starting point across both the Prime and
Specific areas of learning, with particular focus on communication, early literacy,
and physical and mathematical development. Statutory Exemption: As an
independent setting, Pre-Reception is legally exempt from the administration of
the Department for Education’s statutory digital Reception Baseline Assessment
(RBA), which applies strictly to state-funded primary schools. While Pre-Reception
accepts local authority early years funding, this does not enroll the setting into
national cohort tracking. Instead, initial profiling is completed entirely through
sensitive, play-based observations integrated into daily classroom practice.
Application of Baseline Data: The data and insights gathered during this initial
six-week profiling window are used internally to:
e Establish an individual learning pathway for each child.
e Formulate targeted differentiation and scaffolding within the curriculum.
e Identify any early emerging special educational needs or disabilities
(SEND) to ensure early intervention.
e Provide parents with a clear, collaborative overview of their child's
integration and development.

e Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP): In the final term of the
Reception year, the class teacher completes the statutory EYFS Profile for each
child. Children are assessed against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs) as either
"Emerging" or "Expected," with the final outcomes reported transparently to
parents and the Local Authority to support a smooth transition into Year 1.

This policy is written in conjunction with the Nursery Curriculum Planning documents:
long-term, medium-term and short-term.
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